




















Tidbits

The Slow Walker: Stairway to Heaven

"We are none of us good enough for the sweet earth we have, and yet we
dream of heaven.” - Edward Abbey

Last night's thunderstorm has left an early morning mist across the highlands.
I wander through the oaks and mountain laurel, passing through slanting col-
umns of light from the rising sun. Some look solid enough to invite me to
climb on and shinny up to their source. Our language is rich in images inspired
by this illusion. Just in the realm of song, think of Led Zeppelin's “Stairway
to Heaven,” Glenn Miller's "Stairway to the Stars,” and George Gershwin's
“Stairway to Paradise.” Along my path, one bright diagonal ray illuminates a
white cloud of laurel blossoms. These June marvels, now at their apex, dot
the highlands in huge virginal patches. Heavy after last night's storm, the
flowers droop and glisten with a fresh purity. Violent rain and hail have
knocked some blossoms to the ground, where, crumpled amongst the leaf lit-
ter, they resemble dropped popcorn on a movie theater floor. But most of
the blossoms remain on the tall shrubs, as dense and beckoning as the Milky
Way. I examine a large one at eye level. It's an inch across with a yellow-
tipped female pistil stalk waving high above a ring of 10 arched brown pollen-
tipped male stamens. A perfect ring of tiny purple dots circles the base of
the stamens at the throat of the white blossom. Stepping back, the effect
of millions of these lovely flowers is like a field of June snowdrifts. For a
moment, I wonder whether our songs directing us up the sunny staircase have
it wrong. Instead of gazing skyward, we can find the stuff of dreams right
here on Mother Earth.

Copyright Dan North, 2008

Wake Up Call Recap

URWA sends a heartfelt thank you to all of the speakers, members and municipal
leaders who participated in our 2008-2009 breakfast series. The exchange of
valuable information and the ensuing give and take of the audience during each
program go to the heart of URWA’s mission. Speakers and topics in the recently
concluded Wake Up Call series included:

Julia Somers, Highlands Regional Master Plan

Matt McCourt, Threatened & Endangered Snakes of the Pinelands
Margaret O’Gorman, New Jersey’s Wildlife Action Plan

Sr. Miriam MacGillis, Ethical Perspectives on Land Conservation

Melissa Almendinger & Michael Van Clef, Central Jersey Invasive Species
Strike Team

Eileen Swan, New Jersey Highlands Plan Conformance Updates

Kris Holmstrom, Integrated Pest Management

Ken Klipstein, Water for Our Future

We also extend our appreciation to Kathy and Tom West, who opened up the
Limestone Café in Peapack for these Wednesday morning breakfasts. Please visit
www.urwa.org for information about our 2009-2010 Wake Up Call series.




People in the News

e 0.

Candy with Executive Director Cindy Ehrenclou

As part of our 50" Anniversary celebra-
tion, URWA recently presented Candy
Ashmun with the newly created Helen
Woodman Award to thank her for her
many decades of service in the fields of
conservation, resource management and
land use planning.

Fifty years is a major milestone for any
organization, and this is an important
time for URWA to recognize the indi-
viduals who had the foresight to under-
stand the fragile nature of this region’s
ecosystems and who dedicated extraordi-
nary energy and time to watershed protec-
tion. As we poured through records and
spoke with longtime members in prepara-
tion for our anniversary, one name con-

URWA Salutes Noted Scientist/Activist Candy Ashmun

stantly rose to the surface: Helen Wood-
man. She was a catalyst for flood plain
protection in New Jersey and she was
instrumental in organizing URWA. Un-
der her watch, the citizens of this region
defeated the proposal to build a jetport in
the Great Swamp and URWA made so
many important strides in watershed pro-
tection that it was honored by President
and Lady Bird Johnson as the National
Conservation Award recipient in 1965.

In honor of Helen and the remarkable
legacy she left, URWA’s Board of Trus-
tees established the Helen Woodman
Award to recognize individuals who have
made outstanding lifetime contributions
to watershed protection. Selecting the
first recipient of the award was among the
most straightforward tasks the Board has
ever undertaken — Candy Ashmun was
the first and only person considered. She
embodies Helen’s spirit has dedicated her
life to improving the quality of life here
in our watershed region and throughout
the entire state.

URWA’s archives are full of photographs
and articles about issues and projects in-
fluenced by Candy. She helped create

Robert Reid joined the staff of URWA as
Land Projects Manager in March. In this
role, Robert is responsible for URWA’s
land acquisition projects and for its pro-
gram to monitor the wide array of conser-
vation easements that have been estab-
lished by property owners across the re-
gion.

Robert has long been an advocate for the
protection of the Highlands Region and
the creation of the Highlands Trail. As a
trustee of the Hunterdon Land Trust, he is
a member of the Land Acquisition and
Stewardship Committee and chairs the
Dvoor Farm Committee.

URWA'’s first Natural Resource Inven-
tory, as well as the first one for the state.
She has always insisted on the use of sci-
entific information in the development of
public policies. Candy was one of the
first people to make the connection be-
tween land use and water quality and take
a regional approach to watershed protec-
tion. She has been a catalyst in key deci-
sions which have resulted in the preserva-
tion of critical natural areas throughout
New Jersey.

Candy has served at the local and state
level in many capacities. She is the long-
est serving member of the Pinelands
Commission, a founding member of the
State Planning Commission and former
leader of the Association of New Jersey
Environmental Commissions. She
chaired the Department of Environmental
Protection's Great Swamp Advisory
Committee, has served as a trustee of the
Coalition for Affordable Housing and the
Environment, and is now Vice Chair of
the Fund for New Jersey and a member of
the Board of the Crossroads of the Ameri-
can Revolution.

An Introduction to Robert Reid, Land Projects Manager

An artist as well as an environmental
advocate, Robert holds bachelor and
masters degrees in sculpture from the
University of Tennessee. His artwork is
held in private and public collections in
the U.S., Canada, Taiwan and Switzer-
land. We are delighted that Robert has
become involved with URWA, and we
are sure you’ll feel the same when you
meet him!

Did You Know?

Clover is a good weed to have in the landscape. It usually appears in our lawns when the soil is low in
nitrogen levels, but it helps fix the problem by bringing nitrogen to the soil. When you mow, the clover
clippings will add nitrogen to your lawn, helping to fix the problem without fertilizer.
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Help Us Go Green
URWA members can receive newsletters (including our new monthly program update, which is available only via email) and
other correspondence electronically. To request this service, send an email to sbrookman@urwa.org with “URWA News” as the
message heading. Please be sure to include your full name. Rest assured — we will not share our list or overwhelm you with spam.
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Join URWA Today!

It’s easy to become a member, and your contribution will
support URWA’s work to protect and preserve the natural
resources of the Upper Raritan watershed.

To join URWA, or to renew your membership (the renewal date
for members is printed at the top of the mailing label), please
visit www.urwa.org and submit your annual dues payment elec-
tronically through our secure website or mail your check to us at:
P.O. Box 273, Gladstone, NJ 07934

0 $25 Student/Individual 0 $50 Family 0 $100 Friend
0 $250 Benefactor 0 $500 Patron 0 $1,000 Steward
0 $5,000 Guardian 0 $25,000 Life

URWA is recognized by the IRS as a 501 (c)(3)
not-for-profit organization, and contributions are
deductible for income tax purposes as allowed by law.
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