




















Winter, 2008-2009

Did You Know?

The holiday season is the time of year when
Americans increase the amount of trash we
throw away each week by 25%.

Tips to Give More and Waste Less

Give your time. Offer to clean someone’s house, watch
their children, help plant their garden or run their
errands.

Give your talents. Offer, for example, your talent at
organizing closets, your landscaping skills or music
lessons.

Give entertainment... tickets to movies, plays, musical
events, a botanical garden or museum.

Give homemade. Bake cookies or candies. Sew or
crochet a gift. Make something unique and useful.
Give to a greater good. Make a charitable donation in
someone’s name. Donate slightly used toys, decorations,
sports equipment, books and furniture to a non-profit
organization instead of throwing them away.

Give a gift that keeps on giving... a battery charger, rain
barrel, bird feeder or book (a field guide makes a great
gift for people of any age)!

Help Us Go Green!

URWA members can receive newsletters (including our new monthly program update, which is available only via email!) and

other correspondence electronically. To request this service, send an email to sbrookman@urwa.org with “URWA News” as the mes-
sage heading. Please be sure to include your full name. Rest assured — we will not share our list or overwhelm you with spam!

Upper Raritan Watershed Association
P.O. Box 273
Gladstone NJ 07934

Join URWA Today!

It’s easy to become a member, and your contribution will
support URWA’s work to protect and preserve the natural
resources of the Upper Raritan watershed.

To join URWA, or to renew your membership (the renewal date
for members is printed at the top of the mailing label), please
visit www.urwa.org and submit your annual dues payment elec-
tronically through our secure website or mail your check to us at
P.O. Box 273, Gladstone, NJ 07934
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0 $250 Benefactor 0 $500 Patron 0 $1,000 Steward
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URWA is recognized by the IRS as a 501 (¢)(3)
not-for-profit organization, and contributions are
deductible for income tax purposes as allowed by law.
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2008-2009 Winter Program Schedule

Wake Up Call Breakfast: The New Jersey Wildlife Action Plan

Wednesday, December 3, 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Limestone Café, 89 Main Sreet, Peapack

$15 per person. Please call (908) 234-1852 to register.

Margaret O’Gorman, Executive Director of Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New Jersey, will be our guest speaker. The Foundation
is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to protecting New Jersey's rare wildlife. Margaret will discuss the modifications being
made to the New Jersey Wildlife Action Plan, the blueprint for conservation goals and strategies in our state.

Family Campfire Under the Stars

Friday, December 5", 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster

$15 per Family (URWA Members receive a $5 discount). Spaceis limited! Reserve your spot no later than Monday, December 1%
by calling (908) 234-1852, ext. 10.

Families are invited to gather around the campfire to roast hotdogs, drink hot chocolate and enjoy the great outdoors. This special
event will take place around Fairview Farm's fire ring, and members of the Morris Museum Astronomical Society will join us to
share their telescopes and teach about the winter sky. During a time of year that can be busy and rushed, take time to enjoy your
family with URWA.

TakeaWalk!

Sunday, December 14th, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster

This programisfree, and no registration is required.

Just because the temperature is getting colder doesn’t mean you should stay inside! There are lots of exciting things going on in
nature, and you’ll find out about them during this easy hike.

Second Sunday Program: Winter Treatsfor Wildlife

Sunday, December 14™, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster

This programisfree, and no registration is required.

Join us as we make a variety of ornamental food gifts for the birds and other creatures that can use an extra boost of nutrition as win-
ter sets in. We’ll have all the necessary supplies on hand — stop by the Nature Classroom in our barn any time between 1:00 and
4:00 to make one or two treats to take home and get recipes for others that you can create throughout the winter months!

Second Sunday Program: ldentifying Treesin Winter

Sunday, January 11", Noon. to 1:30 p.m.

Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster

Thisprogramisfree, and no registration is required.

Many people can identify tree species during the warm months of the year when foliage and fruits are present, but it takes some
training and practice to know one from another when the leaves are gone! Join us for this fun program that will include a trail walk
(and a quiz!) to help you learn to recognize trees, gain some insights into their wildlife support functions (nesting, food sources, etc.)
and discover what products come from them.

Central Jersey Invasive Species Strike For ce M eeting

Wednesday, January 14™, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster

Thisprogramisfree. Please call (908) 234-1852 to register.

Anyone interested in learning more about invasive plants and the problems they are causing in New Jersey is encouraged to consider
becoming a volunteer member of the strike team. All volunteers will learn to identify the targeted invasive plants and will put their
knowledge to work removing them from sites across central New Jersey.

TakeaWalk!

Sunday, January 18th, 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Helen Woodman Natural Area, Meet at the Far Hills Fairgrounds Parking Lot off Peapack Road, Far Hills

This programisfree, and no registration is required.

Join us for an easy walk through this floodplain forest along the North Branch. The forest contains some impressive American syca-
more and green ash trees, along with maples and oaks. Possible wildlife highlights include the kingfisher and great blue heron!



2008-2009 Winter Program Schedule, cont.

Wake Up Call Breakfast: Ethical Perspectiveson Land Conservation
Wednesday, February 4™, 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Check www.urwa.org for the location.

$15 per person. Please call (908) 234-1852 to register.

Sister Miriam MacGillis, co-founder of the Genesis Farm, will be our guest speaker. The Genesis
Farm is an ecological learning center in Blairstown that focuses on the connections between the
health and sustainability of the Earth and the health of human communities within particular
bioregions.

Second Sunday Program: All Things Avian

Sunday, February 8", Noon to 3:00 p.m.

Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster

This programisfree, and no registration is required.

Drop by Fairview Farm this afternoon to do some bird-watching, learn about the various types of feeders you can set up in your
yard, discover some fascinating facts about birds and even try your hand at sketching a bird or two!

TakeaWalk!

Saturday, February 71", 1:30 p.m.

Schiff Nature Preserve, 339 Pleasant Valley Road, Mendham

This programisfree, and no registration is required.

Eight miles of trails wind through this 340 acre preserve, which is managed by the Schiff Nature Lands
Trust, Inc. Your guide will lead you on an easy walk along some of them to introduce you to the habitats
and stewardship projects underway at this impressive historical site!

Wake Up Call Breakfast: Central Jersey Invasive Species Strike Force

Wednesday, March 4", 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Check www.urwa.org for the location

$15 per person. Please call (908) 234-1852 to register.

URWA'’s Director of Stewardship Melissa Almendinger and Dr. Michael VanClef of the Friends of Hopewell Valley Open Space
will the talk about emerging invasive plants being found in New Jersey and how we are utilizing the Early Detection/ Rapid Re-
sponse method to control them. They will also describe how landowners can get involved in the important work to stop the spread of
invasive plants.

Second Sunda%/ Program: Woodcock Watch

Sunday, March 8", 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Fairview Farm Wildlife Preserve, 2121 Larger Cross Road, Bedminster

Thisprogramisfree, and no registration is required.

Come learn about the American Woodcock, a bird with a fascinating courting ritual that takes place
on warm evenings in the early spring each year. The male woodcock begins his “peenting call” at
sundown. To attract a female, he first struts in circles on the ground and then takes flight, circling
and whistling 100 feet high. The whistling turns into a high pitched twittering, ceasing suddenly as
the lovesick bird flutters to the ground, only to begin the dance again. The woodcock is so caught up
in his romantic ritual that the observer can get close to this otherwise evasive bird! Of course, we
can’t guarantee a sighting, but the sunset at Fairview Farm alone is worth the visit and if the “Singing
Field” is quiet you can listen to the sounds of the evening!

TakeaWalk!

Sunday, March 15", 1:30 p.m.

Bray's Hill Preserve, 1225 Route 31 South, Clinton (Meet at the Municipal Building. We'll
carpool to the Preserve.)

This programisfree, and no registration is required.

The 94 acres of Bray’s Hill Preserve was originally Simko’s Farm, and its preservation is
essential to the protection of the watershed. This area of mature woodland and endangered
species habitat is adjacent to the watershed protection land of the New Jersey Water Supply
Authority, and may soon be incorporated into the Columbia Trail system.






